









CON 

I here will be a new confcflion of mould, which perhaps 
will alter the feed. Bacon's Natural Hijlory , N°. 528. 

Coni- e c i j on ary. n.f. [from conftltion .] One whofe trade 
is to make fweetmeats. 

Myfelf, 

'j • ho had the world as my confeSlionary, 

J he mouths, the tongues, the eyes, the hearts of men 
At duty, more than 1 could frame employments. Shalefp. 

Confe ctioner -n.f. [from confedian J One whofe trade is 
to make conleclions or fweetmeats. 

Cmfcfiicne- s make much ufe of whites of eggs. Boyle. 

Confederacy, n. J. [coifed, ration, Fr. faedus , Latin. J A 
league ; a contrail by which feveral perfons or bodies of men 
engage to fupport each other ; union ; engagement ; federal 
compact. 

What confederacy have you with the traitors ? Sh. K. Lear. 
Judas fent them to Rome, to make a league of amity and 
confederacy with them. 1 Mac. viii. 1 n. 

Virgil has a whole confederacy againft him, and I mull en- 
deavour to defend him. Dryden’s V,rg. Ain. Dedication. 

• ‘I 'he friendfhips of the world are oft 
Confederacies in vice, or leagues of pleafure. Addifon. 
An avaricious man in office is in confederacy with the whole 
clan ot his diftriet, or dependance ; w'hich, in modern terms 
of art, is called to live and let live. Swift's Examiner , N°. 27. 

I o CONFEDERATE, v. a. [confed.rer, Frendi.J To join 
in a league ; to unite ; to ally. 

They were fecretly confederated with Charles’s enemy. 

Knolles's Hijlory of the Turks. 

To Confe'derate. v. n. To league; to unite in a league. 

By words men come to know one another’s minds; by 
thofe they covenant and confederate. South’s Sermons. 

It is a confederating with him to whom the facrifice is 
offered. At ter bury. 

Confe derate, adj. [from the verb.] United in league. 

For they have confulted together with one confent : they 
are confederate againft thee. Pf. lxxxiii. 5. 

All the fwords 

In Italy, and her confederate arms. 

Could not have made this peace Shale genre's Coriolanus. 

While the mind of man looketh upon fecond caufes Mat- 
tered, it mayfometimes reft in them, and go no farther; but 
when it beholdeth the chain of them confederate and linked 
together, it muft need fly to providence and deity. Bacon. 

Oh race coifed 1 rate into crimes, that prove 
Triumphant o’er th’ eluded rage of Jove ! Pope's Statius. 
In a confcdc’ ate war, it ought to be confulered which party 
has the deepeft ftiare in the quarrel. Swift. 

Confe'derate. n.f. [from the vcib.] One who engages 
to fupport another ; an ally. 

Sir Edmond Courtney, and the haughty prelate. 

With many more confederates , are in arms. 6 /•>, Richard III. 

Weftiil have frefti recruits in ftore, 

If our confd rates can afford us more. Dryden’s Ain. 

Conff.dera'tion. n.f. [ confederation , French.] League; 
compact of mutual fupport ; alliance. 

The three princes enter into fomc ftr’uSl league and confede- 
ration amongft themfelves. Paced s Henry \ I!. 

Nor can thofe confederations or defigns be durable, when 
fubjccls make bankrupt of their allegiance. King Charles. 

To CONFE'R. v.n. [confer 0, Lat. conferer, French.] To 
difeomfe with another upon a ftated fubjedt ; to ventilate any 
queftion by oral difeuffion ; to converfe folemnly; to talk 
gravely together ; to compare feiuiments. 

You will hear us confer ot this, and by an auricular aflu- 
rance have your fatisfa&ion. Shakejpeare’s King Lear. 

Reading makes a full man, conference a ready man, and 
writing an exact man ; and therefore, if a man write little, 
he had need have a great memory ; if he confer little, he had 
need have a prefent wit ; and if he read little, he had need 
have much cunning, to feem to know that he doth not. Bacon. 

When they had commanded them to go afide out of the 
council, they e nf erred among themfelves. Ails, iv. 1 5 ■ 

He was thought to confer with the lord Colcpeper upon the 
fubjeit ; but bad fome particular thoughts, upon which he 
then conferred with nobody. Clartndc n, b. viii. 

Tne Chriftian princefs in her tent confers 
With Jifty of your learn’d philofophcrs ; 

Whom with fuch eloquence fne does perfuade, 

That they are captives to her rcafons made. Dryd. Tyr. Love. 

To Confe'r. v. a. . . 

1. To compare; to examine by comparifon with otner things 

of the fame kind. , 

The words in the fth verfe, confeired with the ftme words 
in the 2C th, make it manifeft. Raleigh's, hijlory of the IP on . 

If we confer thefe obfervations with others ot the like na- 
ture, we may find caufe to rectify the general opinion. Boy e. 

Pliny conferring his authors, and comparing their works 
together, found thofe that went before tranferibed by thofe 
that followed. Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b. 1. r 6. 

2. To give ; tobeftow; with cn before him who receives the 

gift. 
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Reft to the limbs, and quiet I confer 

On troubled minds. JVallir 

The conferring this honour up-.n him would increafr 
the credit lie had. Clarendon, Tv®. 

Coronation to a king, confers no royal authority upon 

ill 111* * ^01 if 

I here is not the leaf! intimation in feripture of this privi- 
lege conferred upon the Roman church. Tillotjon 

I hou amferreji the benefits, arid he receives them ; the lirft 
produces love, and the laft ingratitude. Arbuth. Hifi. off. Bull. 

3. I o contribute ; to conduce. With to. 

1 he ciofenefs and compacinefs of the parts refting to*c- 
ther, doth much confer to the ftrength of the union. ^Glanv. 

Conference, n.f [ conference , French.] 

1. The a£t of converfing on ferious fubjeds ; formal difcourTe ; 
oral dilcuffion of any queftion. 

I ftiall grow fkilful in country matters, if I have often con- 
ference with your fervant. Sidne , b. ii. 

Sometime they deliver it, whom privately zeal and piety 
moveth to be inftrudors of others by conference ; fometime of 
them it is taught, whom the church hath called to the publiclc, 
either reading thereof, or interpreting. hooker , b. v. f 22. 

What paffion hangs thefe weights upon my tongue! 

I cannot fpeak to her ; yet (he urg’d conference. Shalefpeare. 

2. An appointed meeting for difeuffing fome point, by perfonal 
debate 

3. Comparifon ; examination of different things by comparifon 
of each with other 

Our diligence muft fearch out all helps and furtherahees, 
which feriptures, councils, laws, and the mutual conference of 
all men’s colledions and obfervations may afford. H oler. 

The conference of thefe two places, containing fo excellent 
a piece of learning as this, exprcflcd by fo worthy a wit as 
i ully’s was, muft needs bring on pleafure to him that maketh 
true account of learning. Ajchanis Scboolmajler. 

Confe'r rer. n.f [from confer.] 

1. He that converfes. 

2. He that beftows. 

To CONFF'vSS. v. a. [confejfer, Fr. con ft cor eonfiffum, Latin] 

1. To acknowledge a crime; to own a failure. 

He doth in fome fort confefs it. If it be r.nfrjjed, it is not 
redrefied. Shalefpeare' s Merry Wives of ff lridjor. 

Human faults with human grief confefs-, 

’Tis thou art chang’d. Prior. 

2. It has of before the thing confefled, when it is ufed reci- 
procally. 

Confefs thee freely of thy fin ; 

For to deny each article with oath. 

Cannot remove nor choke the ftrong conception Sh. Ot! elk. 

3. Todifclofe the ftate of the confidence to the prieft, in order 
to repentance and pardon. 

If our fin be only againft God, yet to confefs it to his mi- 
ni fter may be of good ufe. I Vane's Preparation for Death. 

4. To hear the confeffion of a penitent, as a prieft. 

5 . 1 o own ; to avow ; to profefs ; not to deny. 

Whofoever therefore (hall confefs me before men, him will 
I confefs alfo before my father which is in heaven; but who- 
foever fhall deny me before men, him will I alfo deny before 
my father which is in heaven. Malt. x. 32, 33. 

6. To grant ; not to difpute. 

They may have a clear view of good, great and corfcjfcd 
good, without being concerned, if they can make up their 
huppinefs without it. Luke, 

7. Toftiew; to prove; to atteft. 

Tall thriving trees lonfejs'd the fruitful mold; 

The red’ning apple ripens here to gold Pope’s Odyjpy, b. vii. 

8. It is ufed in a loofe and unimportant fenfe by way of intro- 
duction, or as an affirmative form ot fpcech. 

1 muft eonfejs 1 was molt plealed with a beautiful profpect, 
that none of them have mentioned- Addifon on Italy. 

To Confe'ss. v.n. To make confeffion; todiiciofe; to re- 
veal ; as, he is gone to the priejl ti confefs. 

Confessedly, adv. [from coifejjcd.] Avowedly; 
putably. . 

Labour is covfrjfcdly a great part of the curfe, and therefore 
no wonder if men fly from it. South. 

Great genius’s, like great minifters, though they arc coit- 
fefedly the firft in the commonwealth of letters, muft be en- 
vyed and calumniated. Pcp£s EJpty onHon.er. 

Confe'ssion. n.f. [from confefs.] , 

1. The acknowledgment of a crime ; the difeoverv of one s own 


indif- 


8 Your engaging me firft in this adventure of the Moxa, and 
defiring the ftory of it from me, is like giving one the tor- 
ture, and then afking his confeffion, which L hardubige. Iemp e. 
, The adt of difburdening the confidence to a prieft. 

You will have little opportunity to pradtile fuch a conjej- 
ficn , and fhould therefore fupply the want of it by a dut per- 
formance of it to God. If ale's Preparation Jot ta 

Rrofeffion ; avowal. rtr.„p 

Who, before Pontius Pilate, witneffed a goods con ft firn f 

’ 1 Tim- v. <3- 

If 
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If there be one amongft the fair’ll of Greece, 

That loves lqs miftrefs more than in toifejfm , 

And dare avow her beauty and her worth, 

In other arms than hcrS; to him this challenge. Shakefp. 

4. A formulary in which the articles of faith are comprifed. . 

ConfeSsionaL. n.f. [French.] T lie feat or box in which 
the confdTor fits to hear the declarations ot his penitents. 

In one of the churches I faw a pulpit and eonfejfsonal , very 
finely inlaid with lapis-lazuli. Addifon’ s Ren.ai ks on Italy. 

Confe'ss ion ar y. n.f [ coni ej.onaire , hr.] I he confeffion- 
chair or feat, where the prieft fits to hear confeffions. Dui. 

Confessor, n.f. [corf cjf cur, I rench.] 

1 . One who makes proieffion of his faith in the face of danger. 
Pie who dies for leiigion is a martyr; he who fiiffers forit is 
a confcflor. 

The doctrine in the thirty-nine articles is fo orthodoxly 
fettled, as cannot be queftioned without danger to our reli- 
gion, which hath been fealed with the blood of fo many mar- 
tyrs and eonfejjors. Bacon s Advice to Pilliers. 

Was not this an excellent- confejf.r at leaft, if not a martyr 
inthi»caufe? Sti/lingfieet. 

The patience and fortitude of a martyr or coufejfor lie con- 
cealed in the flmiriftiing times of Chriftianity. Addifon’s Speil. 

It was the affurance of a refurredtion that gave patience to 
the confejfr, and courage to the martyr. Rogers, Sermon viii. 

2. He that hears confeffions, and preferibes rules and mcafurcs 
of penitence. 

See that Claudio 

Be executed by nine to-morrow morning : 

Bring him his confejfor , let him be prepar’d ; 

For that’s the utmoft of his pilgrimage. Shnkcfpearc. 
If you find any fin that lies heavy upon you, difburthen 
yourfelf of it into the bofom of your co fejir, who ftands 
between God and you to pray for you. Taylor. 

One muft be trufted ; and he thought her fit. 

As paffing prudent, and a parlous wit : 

To this fagacious confejfor he went. 

And told her. Dryden s Wife of Bath. 

3. He who confeffes his crimes. Did. 

Confe'st. adj. [a poetical word for confejfed] Open; known; 

acknowledged ;'not concealed ; not difputed. 

But wherefore fhould I feck. 

Since the perfidious author ftands confejl ? 

This villain has traduc’d me. Rowe’s Royal Convert. 

Confe'stly. adv. [from confejh] Undifputably ; evidently; 
without doubt or concealment. 

They addrefs to that principle which is confeflly predomi- 
nant in our nature. Decay of Piety. 

Confi'c i e nt. adj. [ctnficiens, Lat.] That caufes or procures ; 
effective. Did. 

Co'nfidant. 11. J. [confident, French.] A perfon trufted with 
private afl-airs, commonly with affairs of love. 

Martin compofed his billet-doux, and intrufted it to his 
confidant. ^ Arbuthnot and Pope’s Mart. Scriblerus. 

To CONI IDE. v. n [confidi, Latin J To truft in ; to put 
truft in. 

He alone won’t betray, in whom none will confide. Congr. 

Confidence, n f. [anfidentia, Latin] 

j. Firm belief of another’s integi ity or veracity ; reliance. 

Society is built upon truft, and truft upon' confidence of one 
another’s integrity. _ South’s Sermons. 

2. I ruft in his own abilities or fortune; fecurity; oppofed to 
dejeaion or timidity. 

Alas, my lord. 

Your vvifdom is confum’d in confidence : 

Do not go forth to-day. Shakefpearc’s Julius Cetfar. 

His tunes, being rather profperous than calm, had raifed 

hlS 'u n \T t by <UC " fs ’ Ba.on's Henry VII. 

He had an ambition and vanity, and a confidence in Kimfelf, 
w;hich fometimes intoxicated, and tranfponed, and expofed 

Clarendon. 


3- \ ltious boldnefs ; fiilfe opinion of his own excellencies; on- 
poled to modefty. 1 

Thefe fervent reprehenders of things cftahlifhed by publick 
authority are always confident and bold-fpirited men; but 
then confidence, for the moft part, rifeth from too much credit 
given to their own wits, for which caufe they are ftldom free 
from errors. tj L r\ ;• 

a r r c • ' , Hooker , Dedication. 

4 ’integrk" f fS ° f ,nn ® ccnce 5 honeft boldnefs; firmnefs of 
^ Be merciful unto them which have riot the confidence of good 
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viii, 


Juft confidence, and native righteoufnefs. 

And honour. Milton’ s Paradje Lojl, b. ix. /. 10,6 

J. Truft m the gondnefs of another. 3 

co " ,k ' mn “ not < hav « « «y- 

1. Aflurcd beyond xloubt. 

rerdvchc^m leva ° f his F articu,rlr eleSion, as to 

• Hammond on Fundamentals, 
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I am anfibit, that very much may he done toward, Ihe 
improvement of philofophy. ^ 0} * 

2. Pofitive ; affirmative; dogmatical. 

2. Secure of fuccefs; wiihout fear of mifearriage. 

Both valiant, as men clefpiling death ; both confident , as un- 
wonted to be overcome. 1 ney. 

Douglas, and the Hot-fpur both together. 

Are confident againft the world in arms. Shakefp. Hen. IV. 
Be not confident in a plain way. Ecclus. xxxu. zi. 

People fonret how little they know, when they grow confi- 
dent upon any prefent ftate of things. Souths Sermsni. 

4. Without fulpicion ; fruiting without limits. 

He, true knight. 

No lefler of her honour confident. 

Than I did truly find her, I take this ring. Shal. Cymheant. 

Rome, be as juft and gracious unto me. 

As I am confident and kind to thee. Shakefp. T:t. and An dr. 

5. Bold to a vice ; elated with falfe opinion of his own excel- 
lencies; impudent. 

Co'nfident. n.f. [from confide.] One trufted with fecrets. 

If ever it comes to this, that a man can fay of his confident, 
he would have deceived me, he has faid enough. South. 

You Jove. ms for no other end. 

But to become my confident and friend ; 

As fuch, I keep no fccret from your fight. Dryden s Aureng. 

Confidently, adv. [from confident.] 

1. Without doubt ; without fear of mifearriage. 

We fhall not be ever the lefs likely to meet with fuccefs, if 
we do not expert it too confidently. Attcrh ry s Sermons. 

2. With firm truft. 

The maid becomes a youth ; no more delay 
Your vows, but look, and confidently pay. Dryden. 

3. Without appearance of doubt; without fufpe&ing any failure 
or deficiency ; pofitively ; dogmatically. 

Many men leaft of all know what they themfelves moft 
confidently boaft. Ben. Join foil's Difcovenes. 

It is ftrange how the ancients took up experiments upon 
credit, and yet diJ build great matters upon them : the obfer- 
vation of fome of the bell of them, delivered confidently, is, 
that a veftel filled with allies will receive the like quantity of 
water as if it had been empty ; but this is utterly untrue. 

Bacon’s Natural Hijlory, N°. 34. 
Every fool may believe, and pronounce confidently ; but wife 
men will conclude firmly. South. 

Co'nfidentness. n.f. [from confident.] Favourable opinion 
of one’s own power ; affurance. Di£l. 

Configuration, n.f. [ configuration , French.] 

1. T he form of the various parts of any thing, as they are 
adapted to each other. 

The different effects of fire and water, which we call heat 
and cold, refult from the fo differing configuration and agitation 
of their particles. Glanvi Ids Seepf c. 12. 

No other account can be giverfof the different animal fe- 
cretions, than the different configuration and adtion of the folid 
parts. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

There is no plaftick virtue concerned in fhaping them, but 
the configurations of the particles whereof they confift. Woodsy. 

2. I he face of the horofeope, according to the afpedts of the 
planets towards each other at any time. 

To Co vf/gure. v. a. [from figura, Latin.] To difpofe into 
any form. 

Mother earth brought forth legs, arms, and other members 
of the body, fcattered and diftinct, at their full growth ; 
which coming together, cementing, and 1b configuring them- 
felves into human lhape, made lufty men. Bentley’s Sermons. 

CCKNFINE. n.f. [cciifinis, Lat. It had formerly the accent on 
the laft fyllable.] Common boundary ; border ; ed^e. 

Here in thefe confines flily have J lurk’d, 

I o watch the warning of mine enemies. SbakeJ'p. Rich. III. 

You are old : 

Nature in you ftands on the very verge 
Of her confine. Sbakefpeare's King Lear. 

The confines of the river Niger, where the negroes are, 
are well watered. . Bacon's Natural Hijlory, N’. 399. 

I was ebbing darknefs, part the noon of night. 

And Pofphor on the confines of the night. Dryd. Fables. 

I he idea of duration, equal to a revolution of the fun, is 
applicable to duration, where no motion was ; as the idea of 
a foot, taken from bodies here, to diftances beyond the confines 
of the world, where are no bodies. Locke 

Co'nfine. adj. [ccnfisis, Latin.] Bordering upon ; bcglnnin - 
where the other ends ; having one common boundary. ** 

To Confi'ne. v.n. To border upon; to touch on'different 
territories. 

Half loft, I feck 

W ^ al teadieft path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Confine with heav’n. Milton’s Paradifc Lc/L b. ii / o-c • 
Full in the midft of this created fpake, 9 ' S * 

Betwixt heav n, earth, and fkics, there ftands a place 
Confining on all three. . 7 -,,.,, - „ 

To Confine, v. a. [emfiner, Fr. con finis, Latin.] 

l. 1 o bound ; to limit. 

2. To 
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